Implementation of a trauma care system: evolution through evaluation.
The regionalization of trauma services has been implemented in many health care systems and communities over the past 10 to 20 years. As these trauma systems mature and evolve, changes are made to improve the care and efficiency of the system. Trauma care regionalization was introduced in Quebec in 1993. This study looked at the evolution of trauma care in Quebec over the past 13 years, from the preregionalization era to the present. A retrospective review scientifically evaluated a trauma system, the implementation of evidence-based changes, and the efficacy of these changes. Various changes have been made in the Quebec trauma system since the introduction of regionalization. These changes have led to an incremental decrease in mortality caused by severe trauma from 51.8% in 1992 to 8.6% in 2002. A trauma system is fluid and constantly evolving. Research and constant reevaluation are necessary for continuous evaluation of the system and improvement of its outcomes and efficiency.